
Summary: Eagle Days at Smithville Lake 30th annual event was a huge success this year, 
with a record high attendance of approximately 2,600. Smithville Project staff timed the annual 
winter lake drawdown to coincide with the event helping to draw eagles to the stilling basin. 
The USACE managed event allowed participants the opportunity to view wild Bald Eagles at the 
Smithville Lake stilling basin with assistance from Missouri Master Naturalists and USACE 
staff. Operation Wildlife hosted seven ‘Eagle Shows’ at Paradise Pointe Golf Course, where the 
public can view a live Bald Eagle and learn all about these species. The shows featured 
information booths provided by USACE, Clay County Parks, Lakeside Nature Center and Wings 
of Love. This is another example of the important role USACE lakes and staff, with help from 
our valued partners, provide in supporting public education, recreation, and wildlife 
populations! 

2026 Eagle Days: Smithville Lake, MO
USACE STAFF AND PARTNERS

NWD Priority: People & Partners

WHO: USACE staff, Clay County Parks, Missouri Department of Conservation, Wings of 
Love, Operation Wildlife, Friends of Lakeside Nature Center, Missouri Master Naturalists

WHAT: 30th annual Eagle Days at Smithville Lake

WHEN: January 3-4, 2026

WHERE: Smithville Lake MO.

WHY: Highly popular and successful public education event celebrating the majestic 
Bald Eagle. 

WHAT’S NEXT: Continue to support this increasingly popular annual event.
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